
Macbeth Revision 

 

English Literature 

Examination 
(Paper 1) 

 

You will answer one question on Macbeth.  It will be based on 

an extract but you will need to refer to the entire play. 

 

 

 

 

 



Act I 

 

 

  

What happens in each scene? Briefly discuss the events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on characters: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on theme: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to other scenes in the play? 
(What does it foreshadow? Any parallels?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Act II 

 

 

 

  

What happens in each scene? Briefly discuss the events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on characters: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on theme: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to other scenes in the play? 
(What does it foreshadow? Any parallels?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Act III 

 

 

 

  

What happens in each scene? Briefly discuss the events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on characters: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on theme: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to other scenes in the play? 
(What does it foreshadow? Any parallels?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Act IV 

 

 

 

  

What happens in each scene? Briefly discuss the events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on characters: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on theme: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to other scenes in the play? 
(What does it foreshadow? Any parallels?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Act V 

ample Essay Questions to 

Answer 

Please hand these in over the next year.  The more your practice the 

better you will get.  These essay writing skills are transferable to other 

elements of your GCSE exam. 

1.  

  

What happens in each scene? Briefly discuss the events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on characters: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations based on theme: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to other scenes in the play? 
(What does it foreshadow? Any parallels?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Example Essay Questions 

Complete these over the next year and submit for feedback.  The skills 

needed for these questions are transferable to the other units. 

1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do you think the witches influence Macbeth as a whole 

(use Act 1 Scene 1 as your extract)? 

3. How are Macduff and his family important in the play as a 

whole (use Act 4 Scene 3 lines 180-230 as your extract)? 

4. What is significant about the development of Lady Macbeth’s 

character (use Act V Scene 1 lines 35-60 as your extract)? 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 Create a strong introduction that exemplifies the importance of the 

extract to the rest of the play. 

 You must refer to the extract and the wider play – embed short, 

concise quotations throughout your response. 

 Embed references to social and contextual factors throughout your 

response. 

 Specifically analyse key elements of language using terminology 

 Consider Shakespeare’s aims and intentions. 

 Focus on the academic register of your essay and the coherence of 

your response - use discourse markers to coherently shape your 

essay. 

Hand in for feedback and ask if you have any questions! 


